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"FRESH BAGOONG" “LERON, LERON SINTA" 
“SO SLOW” FILIPINO FOLK SONG 
BY FREESTYLE ARR. SAUNDER CHOI 
SamaSama Project Kababayan Chorale 
"LUPANG HINIRANG" FILIPINO FOLK ART SEGMENT 
PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ANTHEM Anna Kain & Megan Anonuevo 
BY JULIAN FELIPE "QUESTION" 
bayan Share SPOKEN WORD PIECE 
“HARANA” TI Simba Medel 
BY PAROYKA NI EDGAR 

Fareen Yambao "ODE TO THE SAMPAGUITA" 





i EN" 
"ISLAND LOLA RISE" Ai 


PARODY SONG 
Granny Cart Gangstas feat. Ruby Ibarra 


“ROSAS PANDAN” 

BY DOMINGO “MINGGOY” LOPEZ 
ARR. GEORGE G. HERNANDEZ 
Kababayan Chorale 


“BESAME MUCHO” 
BY CONSUELO VELASQUEZ 
Nicole Besa 


"LAHAT NG ARAW" 
BY MIGUEL VELARDE, JR 
Nicole Besa 4 Jared Esguerra 


"ANGTANGI KONG PAG-IBIG" ta 
BY CONSTANCIO DE GUZMAN ft san ; 
Megan Fletcher 


“MINSAN ANG MINIHAL AY AKO” 
BY RYAN CAYABYAB 
Ryan Frenk 


"KUNDIMAN NG LUHA" 
BY NICANOR ABELARDO 
Megan Magsarill 


Program Notes 


There’s a phenomenon in our culture: When you bring up any celebrity, any 
athlete, any professional wrestler, any dancer, any singer (*especially* singers) who 
can somehow trace their lineage back to the Phillippines, at least one of your 
relatives will say this with immense pride: 


Ah, did you know they are Filipino?! 


No matter how remote the ancestral connection, Filipinos love other Filipinos. 
They could be born in the Philippines, be only half-Filipino, or only 1/16th Filipino: 
we are instant fans, and they become instant family to us. We find this in our 
everyday lives when we realize a new friend, or coworker, or hair dresser, or shop 
owner happens to know how to cook lumpia shanghai or knows how to play our 
version of mahjong, or knows how much titos love to sing boisterous karaoke. 
Some may identify as Filipinx, some may not speak any Tagalog, some may have 
never visited the homeland, but in some way, we all feel that strong connection to 
our global family. Filipino-Americans and other individuals of the Filipino diaspora 
search for our culture all around us and treasure the connections we find. We feel 
the comradery between all the diverse people who hail from the Philippines 
through our food, music, and shared customs, and we champion our fellow 
compatriots. Our fellow countrymen. Our kababayan. 


Our program Kababayan: A Celebration of Filipino Identity is an opportunity for us 
at Hearing In Color to live out our mission of centering events around communities 
who Nave been historically excluded from musical spaces. With the medium of the 
virtual variety show, we are able to collaborate with musicians and artists beyond 
the city of Chicago, to our larger, more global Filipino family. This is an event that 
isn't strictly a concert; an event that pays homage to the art of Filipino music, but 
defies the constraints of the music hall and encourages a wider expression of our 
culture through spoken word, comedy, conversation, food, and visual art. 


To say this has been a rewarding experience for us as musicians and organizers 
would be a vast understatement. Bringing together this unique lineup of artists 
has brought us so much pride and a great sense of cultural joy. We are so thankful 
to share with you Kababayan. 


Maraming salamat po and enjoy the show! 
Megan Fletcher 
Anna De Ocampo Kain 
Amanda Noelle Neal 
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Hearing in Color is a Chicago-based 
organization dedicated to sharing music, 
stories, and composers that have been 
historically excluded from musical spaces with 
its community. Our productions underscore the 
work of artists who are overlooked in mediums 
where White-centered experiences are the 
default. 





Hearing in Color believes in the power of music 
to build community, and to comfort, embolden 
and inspire in the face of subjugation and 
oppression. Hearing in Color believes that 
gatekeeping has appropriated perspectives and 
stories of specific lived experiences. By sharing 
space with those most deeply affected, we are 
able to present stories grounded in truth. 


We would like to thank all of our supporters, 
viewers, and collaborators. We would like to 
especially thank WFMT and North Shore Baptist 
Church for their continuous support of our 
productions. 


Want to learn more? Head to 
hearingincolor.org 


Artist Bios 





Chris Aldana is a queer, multiracial Filipina poet, teaching artist, and community 
organizer currently based in Chicago. She is an estranged American - born in LA but 
raised in the Philippines and Vietnam before returning to the US for university. She 
is the founder and Creative Director of Luya, a poetry organization that centers the 
voices of people of color. She believes deeply in using poetry to build community 
and to educate ourselves about history. Her poetry has been published at Injustice 
Watch and Marias at Sampagitas. Her performances have been featured at the Art 
Institute of Chicago, the Stony Island Arts Bank, Young Chicago Authors, on NPR's 
Worldview, and more.When she's not poeming-around you can find her cooking in 
her PJs, tending to her Stardew Valley farm, or subtweeting the patriarchy. 


Anna De Ocampo Kain is a freelance classical singer, music teacher, virtual music 
project editor, and Realtor based in Chicago, Illinois. IN non-pandemic times, you 
can see Anna in Chicago singing as a chorister with the Grant Park Music Festival, 
St. Chrysostom’s Episcopal Church, The William Ferris Chorale, and as a soloist with 
Micro Opera Ensemble, The Marion Consort, and Hearing in Color. Anna has been 
staying busy during the pandemic with her two pups and typically a third foster 
dog. In October she launched an online shop full of vintage furniture and “stay at 
home-goods,” and frequently has a "Filipinos-only" selection of vintage pieces and 
art from the Motherland. You can find her at @quarantini.vintage.chi. Anna is also a 
moderator for the Subtle Filipino Traits Facebook group. 


Megan Fletcher is a soprano and voice teacher based in Chicago. As an avid choral 
singer, she can be seen performing with the Grant Park Chorus, Chicago 
Symphony Chorus, and William Ferris Chorale. She is a company member at 
Chicago Fringe Opera, debuting in 2018 as Leonora in Paul Hindemith’s The Long 
Christmas Dinner. She has also been a regular featured soloist in Chicago Fringe 
Opera’s Sounds of Pride, and event showcasing LGBT+ composers and performers. 
As an advocate for social justice in the arts, Megan has appeared performing as a 
soloist and chorister with Hearing In Color, a Chicago arts organization seeking to 
highlight underrepresented music written and performed by people of color and 
other minorities. 


Amanda Noelle Neal is a Chicago-based multi-genre singer from Sacramento, CA. 
She started performing from an early age, in piano recitals, choirs, and Filipino 
dance/music theater groups. You can see her in the Chicagoland area and beyond 
~ with Forte Chicago, Club Asia, Doki Doki Beats, Hair Affair and Super Rad: 
Chicago's Ska Tribute. Amanda studied vocal performance at Roosevelt University 
and Loyola University New Orleans. Follow her pup @landothehusky! 


Pianist John-Paul Pendowski has performed both in domestic as well as 
international settings. He has performed most often in the Chicagoland area at 
venues such as Chicago's Symphony Center and for WFMT's Bach Keyboard Music 
Festival. John-Paul studied at DePaul University where he received his Bachelor's 
and Master's diplomas under the direction of internationally renowned pianist 
George Vatchnadze. He has a passion for collaborative piano work with special 
interest in exploring new composers as well as giving much-needed attention to 
composers outside the classical canon. Along with this, John-Paul's performance 
practice is informed and supported by his love for research and meticulous study 
of socio-musicological history. 


Artist Bios 











Czaerra Galicinao Ucol is a queer Fillpinx artist from Chicago. They are the 
Programs and Communication Director of Luya and a General Reader for Marias at 
Sampaguitas. Their work has appeared in beestung, Walang Hiya, and Talagang 
Pinxy. They are a 2020 Dreamyard (Rad)ical Poetry Fellow, and they graduated in 
late 2019 from New York University with a degree in Asian/Pacific/American 
Studies. 


Timothy “TI” Simba-Medel (he/they) is a poet, teaching artist, mental health and 
wellness coach, political activist, wedding DJ, bartender, bellman, lighting designer, 
set designer, producer, director, casting director, founder of a performance troupe, 
creative consultant, risk mitigator, was on FOX's EMPIRE, did a spotlight on CNN 
Philippines, has shut down 8 Walmarts (with no arrests and no damage to property), 
supporter of Sex Workers and Women's Rights, believes all BLACK LIVES MATTER, 
and is aspiring to be a Jedi. His cashapp is $Simbasplan. Give back the stolen land 
you're on and #FreeMariaRessa. For all other inquiries, please google my name. 
Snaps. snacks. waters. and naps. (this bio was written by the students of Mr. TJ O10) 


SamaSama Project was launched as Chicago's premiere Filipino Folk Fusion band 
in 2008. “SamaSama" translated as “united, together” truly lives up to their name 
creating a blend of Filipino folk, rock, ska, and Latin music, inspired by a 1970s 
musical movement called Manila Sound. Over the years, the talented group led by 
Baron Lloyd Cabalona, a versatile musician and arranger and wife, Lou Maningas 
Cabalona, a TV and musical theater actress in Asia and in the US have made their 
mark showcasing a fusion of Filipino traditional folk and contemporary music at 
many notable venues and events. SamaSama Project regularly performs around 
Illinois and other Midwest States. 


The name Granny Cart Gangstas was derived from the lived experience of being a 
pedestrian in San Francisco. It is gangsta (a reappropriation of the word to connote 
high approval) to be able to use a granny cart in the busy streets of San Francisco. 
GCG Is an all Asian-American womxn comedy troupe. They poke fun at pop culture, 
consumerism, politics, weed, daily life, pretty much anything! 


Justin is the proud queer, Filipino home cook and writer behind the new food and 
cooking blog, Kawali Made. Kawali is a type of Filipino wok and essential piece of 
cookware in any Filipino kusina. Justin's kawali comes from his Lola who carried it 
with her when she immigrated to the U.S. nearly 40 years ago. Justin created 
Kawali Made as a love letter to all the lolas and moms Who feed and nurture us and 
as a celebration of Filipino-American cuisine and culture. Now based in Oakland, 
CA, Justin Is excited to join his Chicago #Kababayan and share his Lola's recipe for 
Lumpia Shanghai. Justin is a proud Northwestern University alum and outside of 
the kitchen works in environmental justice and energy equity in the Bay Area. For 
more queer Filipino home cooking with #BigLolaEnergy, follow Justin on 
Instagram @kawali_made and check out the blog at www.kawalimade.com. 


Artist Bios 
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Megan Añonuevo is a first generation Filipina-American small business owner born 
in Chicago. in 2018, Megan opened her online store, Tita Megs, selling fun 
sustainable vintage home goods. The store was originally opened as a side hustle 
after she graduated from the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee with a Bachelor’s of 
Fine Arts. She has now invested most of her time into her business as a means to 
show that vintage pieces can be an environmentally friendly and stylish option for 
personalizing your space. Megan plans to return to school to obtain her Master’s in 
Sustainable Management. She wishes to be a contributing voice as a minority in the 
Sustainable movement. In her free time, you can catch Megan watching old reruns 
of anime, playing Splatoon, Animal Crossing or Mario Party with Riley! 


Hailing from Alaska, young artist and coloratura soprano Nicole Besa has 
performed with Lyric Opera of Chicago, Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Anchorage 
Opera, Cedar Rapids Opera Theatre, Bohemian Theatre, Kathleen Battle Chorus, 
Lakeside Singers, and is a regular recording artist for GIA Publications. She has 
received awards from the youngARTS Foundation, NATS Competitions, and 
Classical Singer Competitions. Nicole Besa is this year’s winner of the Musician’s 
Club of Women Farwell Award, and is a student of Nicole Cabelle. 


Filipino-American tenor, Jared V. Esguerra, is a dedicated performer of vocal works 
ranging from opera to concert repertoire and musical theater. The Chicago native 
has been praised for his “pleasing tenor” voice and continues to be in high 
demand. He has appeared with Lyric Opera of Chicago, the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, Grant Park Music Festival, the Edinburgh International Festival, Sarasota 
Opera, and many others. He is poised to make his solo debut with Chicago Opera 
Theater in the upcoming production of Il Postino in 2021.Jared can be found on 
Twitter and Instagram @SomeCallMeJerry and on his website, 
JaredVEsguerra.com. 


Joachim Luis is a classically trained Tenor based in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
Favorite stage roles include: Don Jose (Carmen), Ernesto (Don Pasquale), Ferrando 
(Cosi fan tutte), and Jack (Into the Woods). Solo concert credits include Handel's 
Messiah, Mozart’s Requiem and Orff's Carmina Burana. In Chicago in 2012 he 
played Don Filipo in the US Premier of Felipa Padilla DeLeon's Filipino opera, Noli 
me tangere. Joachim has toured internationally as a musician in the Likha Pilipino 
Folk Ensemble's rondalla, and studied traditional Maguindanao/Maranao Kulintang 
music with the late Master Danongan Kalanduyan. www.joachimluis.com 


Ryan Frenk, singer-actor, is a Filipinx-Malaysian immigrant with his roots in 
Houston, Texas. The Houston Chronicle praised him as “having a voice that is clear, 
sweet, and cutting all at once.” He is a vocalist with The Marion Consort, having 
made his debut at Milwaukee Early Music Now! concert series. Roles include: The 
Magician (The Consul, Transgressive Theatre Opera), Luke Sheridan (Double Vision, 
Edge Theatre), Raj/Utkarsh (Working, Main Street Theatre). 
@petiteplussizedmalesupermodel 


Artist Bios 





Megan Magsarili is a mezzo-soprano from Portland, Oregon who specializes in 
opera, musical theater, and choral performance. In 2017, she received a Bachelor of 
Music from DePaul University and accepted a position with the Chicago Symphony 
Chorus for their 60th anniversary season. Megan recently completed a master's in 
voice at Michigan State where she was cast in university productions as Prince 
Orlofsky in Strauss Jr.’s Die Fledermaus, Zita in Gianni Schicchi by Rossini, and Sesto 
in Mozart’s La clemenza di Tito. Megan has been a featured soloist in large orchestral 
works, including Luciano Berio’s Sinfonia, Grand Pianola Music by John Adams, and 
Handel’s Messiah. Megan Is excited for another opportunity to celebrate Filipino 
music and identity in collaboration with Hearing In Color. 


Ruby Ibarra is a Filipino American rapper, music producer, and spoken word artist 
from San Lorenzo, California. She raps in Tagalog, Waray, and English. Her raps 
concern her cultural heritage and her experiences as an immigrant to the United 
States from the Philippines. 


Eareen ‘EJ’ Yambao is a choral director and general music teacher in a suburb 
close to Chicago, Illinois. He graduated from DePaul University with a music 
education degree in 2016 and has taught in public schools and private voice 
lessons ever since. In EJ’s free time, he likes to enjoy spending time with his family, 
fiancée, and friends as well as making music and movies. He is extremely excited 
to be able to share his Filipino heritage with fellow musicians and viewers across 
many communities. 


Mary Gale Tan is a first generation Filipino-American and a graduate of the 
University of Illinois at Chicago where she studied vocal performance. She has 
performed with the Grant Park Music Festival, the Ravinia Festival, Heartland 
Voices, and more. This is her first performance since the pandemic began, and she 
is very excited to be a part of this celebration of Filipino culture. 


Joseph Legaspi was born and raised in Manila, Philippines, where he studied at the 
University of the Philippines' College of Music. He received a Master of Music in 
Vocal Performance, Cognate in Choral Conducting, Doctor of Music in Vocal 
Performance, and Minor in Music History from Indiana University. Today, he serves 
as University Director of Music at Saint Peter's University, a Jesuit university in 
Jersey City, New Jersey, where he carries out a range of roles: music director of the 
Aidan C. McMullen Chorale, music director of the Saint Peter's University Schola 
and St. Aedan's Schola, as well as a regular cantor. Lastly, he teaches classes in 
voice and piano, putting into practice his philosophy that there is no set 
methodology suitable for every student, and that rather, a teacher's duty is to 
present diverse strategies to help students find their natural, true voice. 


